
YOU CAN BUILD AN 

Dining Table 

Old 
World 
This design combines heavy 
oak timbers with period 
specific elements. The result 
brings an old world look to a 
modern sized dining table. 
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Basically, I created this document all by myself. 

* * * * * * * * * 

S pecial thanks to J.K. Rowling for helping me 
with this woodworking plan (just kidding). 
She indirectly provided inspiration for my 

old world table design. In fact, I originally called it 
“Wizard’s Dining Table.” 

For this dining table, I spent a lot of time doing 
“Harry Potter set design” image searches and 
tried to imagine this table in the Great Hall at 
Hogwarts (if you aren’t a fan of Harry Potter 
movies, then this won’t mean much to you). 

The foot design, leg placement and the ends of 
boards for the undercarriage are all inspired by 
images from Harry Potter movies. In addition, I 
looked at historic workbenches for further 
inspiration for the feet. I did use restraint here; 
the magical world of Harry Potter is full of 
whimsical, crooked architecture which I did not 
add to this table. 
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Main Dimensions 

Make sure the 11” 
table extension is to 
your liking. Adjust 
as needed. 
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Leg Assembly 
ID Name  Qty Size (includes tenons) 
A Leg  4 27-5/8 x 3 x 2” 
B Bottom Rail 2 13-3/4 x 4-1/2 x 3/4” 
C Top Rail 2 13-3/4 x 1-1/2 x 3/4” 
D Stile  2 18 x 1-1/2 x 3/4” 
E Arch  4 5-5/8 x 3-3/8 x 3/8” 
F Foot  2 27-1/2 x 3 x 3” 
 
Undercarriage 
G Short Apron 2 32-1/2 x 2-1/2 x 1-1/4” 
H Table Support 2 32-1/2 x 2-1/2 x 1-1/4” 
I Long Apron 2 54-1/4 x 2-1/2 x 1-1/4” 
J Stretcher 1 51-3/4 x 3 x 1-1/2” 
K Wedge  2 See page 12. 
L Clip  10 1-1/4 x 3/4 x 3/4” 
M Undercarriage Dowel 8 2-3/4 x 3/8” 
 
Table Top 
N Top Boards - Outer 2 66-1/2 x 5-5/8 x 1-1/4” 
O Top Boards - Interior 5 66-1/2 x 5-3/4 x 1-1/4” 
P Breadboard End 2 40 x 4 x 1-1/4” 
Q Breadboard Dowel 6 1-1/4 x 3/8” 
 

Notes 

Sand all parts as you progress through the plan. Be 
sure to understand and practice safe workshop 
proceedures. Know and implement the safety 
instructions provided by your tool manufacturer. Wear 
eye and ear protection when appropriate and protect 
yourself from the fine dust generated by tools. 

I consider the table top breadboard ends an option. If 
you don’t want to finish the ends of your table top this 
way, extend the length of the table top boards to 72”. 

This table seats eight. 

Cut List 
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Construction Details 

The top of legs get a 
bridle joint pinned 
with dowels. 

The stretcher is locked into 
the leg assembly with a 
wedge. 

Breadboard ends  
attach to table top 
via a pinned tongue 
and groove. 

Table undercarriage is 
assembled with half 
lap joints. 

Illustration 5A 

Legs, rails and feet are 
joined with mortise and 
tenon joints. 

© 2018 Jeff Branch 



Notch is 7/8 x 
2-1/2”. See 

6B 

A 
Leg 

27-5/8 x 
3 x 2” 

Tenon is 1-1/4 
tall x 3/8” wide x 
7/8 deep. 

D 
Stile 

18 x 1-1/2 
x 3/4” 

Both tenons 
on part D are 
1-1/8 x 5/8 

x 3/8”. 

C  
Top Rail  

13-3/4 x 1-1/2 x 3/4” 

F 
Foot 

27-1/2 x 
3 x 3” 

Through mortise 
is 2-1/2 x 1” 

Leg tenons 
are 2-3/8 x 2 

x 1” 

Tenons are 
3 x 7/8 x 

3/8” 

B 
Bottom Rail 

13-3/4 x  
4-1/2 x 3/4” 

© 2018 Jeff Branch 

E 
Arch 

5-5/8 x 3-3/8 
x 3/8” 

Old World Dining Table    - 6 - 

Make the Legs 

6A 

T he most complex part of this 
project is making the two leg 

assemblies. There are several 
different types of joinery, all of 
which need to fit exceptionally well. 
And in the legs and top rail, there 
are more than one kind of mortise. 
 
In illustration 6A I have made it 
possible to view into each 
component with a mortise. The 
mortises for tenons are shown in 
blue. Grooves for arches are shown 
in red. The bridle joint at the top of 
each leg is shown in yellow. 
 
Take the time to study the joinery 
shown here, specifically for the 
legs, parts A, the top rail, part C and 
the stile, part D.  



7A 7B 

A 
Leg 

27-5/8 x 
3 x 2” 

Add a 1/4 deep 
chamfer stopping 
3” from the top 
and 5” from the 
bottom of the leg. 
Do this on all 
four corners. 

Mortise is 1-1/4 
tall x 3/8 wide 
and 7/8 deep. 
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Stopped dado is  
3-1/4” long, 
3/16” deep and 
3/8” tall. 

D 
Stile 

18 x 1-1/2 
x 3/4” 

C  
Top Rail  

13-3/4 x 1-1/2 
x 3/4” 

Dado is 12” long,  
3/16” deep and 
3/8” tall. 

See 7B for joinery 
detail in the leg, part A. 

Mortise is 1-1/8” 
long, 5/8” deep 
and 3/8” tall. 

E 
Arch 

5-5/8 x 3-3/8 
x 3/8” 

See profile on 
page 8. 

Stopped dado is 
3-1/2” long, 
3/16” deep and 
3/8” tall. 

See 6B for tenon dimensions. 

3-3/8” 

5-7/16” 

1-1/8” 

3-1/4” 
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8A - Full size view of the arch. 

3-3/8” 

5-5/8” 

E 
Arch 

5-5/8 x 3-3/8 
x 3/8” 
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9A - Full size view of foot 

7-1/4” 

5-1/4” 

F 
Foot 

27-1/2 x 
3 x 3” 

To create the through mortise, drill out the bulk of 
the mortise, then square the mortise with a chisel 
forming a 2-1/4 x 2” mortise matching the tenon 
shown in illustration 6B (indicated in blue above). 
Then, using a chisel, angle the mortise as 
indicated in yellow about 1/16 to 1/8” to make 
room for the wedges used in the leg tenons. 

3/8” 

3/4” 

© 2018 Jeff Branch 

4-1/2” 
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10A 10B 

B egin by cutting all components to final size 
with the needed mortises and tenons. 
Remember to sand all parts prior to assembly. 

Bring these parts together in a test fit and make any 
final adjustments to ensure snug joinery. 

Glue part D to parts C and B creating a sub-
assembly. Slide parts E into place, no glue with part 
E. Glue the left leg, part A to this sub-assembly, and 
then the right leg. Clamp and give the glue time to 
dry. 

With glue, add the foot, part F to the leg tenons. 
Note in illustration 10B how the leg tenons will 
protrude 1/8” beyond the foot. Add glue and drive 
wedges (shown in blue) to lock the foot tenons in 
place. Clamp and give the glue time to dry. Then 
trim the leg tenons and wedges flush with the 
bottom of the foot. 

B 
Bottom 

Rail 

A 
Leg 

A 
Leg 

D 
Center Stile 

F 
Foot 

C 
Top Rail 

E 
Arch 

Note: The arch acts like a floating panel in 
its grooves. Pre-finish it prior to assembly. 
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11A 
I n this section, we’ll build the undercarriage for the table top and 

add the stretcher at the base. With these new components 
completed, the left and right leg assemblies can be brought 
together and the table truly begins to take shape. See also the 
exploded view on page 5. 

Build the Undercarriage 

H 
Table Support 

32-1/2 x 2-1/2 
x 1-1/4” 

Make two. G 
Short Apron 

32-1/2 x 2-1/2 
x 1-1/4” 

Make two. 

J 
Stretcher 

51-3/4 x 3 x 1-1/2” 

K 
Wedge 

See page 12 
Make two. 

I 
Long Apron 

54-1/4 x 2-1/2 x 
1-1/4” 

Make two. 
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10A 

H 
Table Support 

32-1/2 x 2-1/2 
x 1-1/4” 

J 
Stretcher 

51-3/4 x 3 x  
1-1/2” 

G 
Short Apron 

32-1/2 x 2-1/2 
x 1-1/4” 

I 
Long Apron 

54-1/2 x 2-1/2 x 
1-1/4” 

All dadoes are 1-1/4 
x 1-1/4”. 

The two dadoes in 
parts F are 3” x 
3/16”. See more in 
illustration 12B. 

© 2018 Jeff Branch 
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11A 

A full size profile of the end of each undercarriage component. 

11B 

A full size profile of the end of the bottom stretcher. 

The 1/4” deep chamfer 
stops 1-1/2” from the 
end of the stretcher 
(without the tenon). 

The tenon is 2-1/4” long and fits the 
through mortise in part B shown in 
illustration 6A. The chamfer on the 
end is 1/8”. 

J 
Bottom Stretcher 

49-3/4 x 3 x 1-1/2” 

The wedge mortise is 3/4” 
tall and the width follows 
the slope of the wedge: 
approximately 13/16” and 
opens to 15/16”. 

Offset the wedge mortise from the 
shoulder of the tenon slightly less 
than the final thickness of part B. 
This should be a little less than 3/4”. 

Use this image as a full size template to mark 
the end profile. Use a coping saw, band saw, 
etc. to rough cut the profile and smooth with 
rasps or sandpaper. 

© 2018 Jeff Branch 
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14A 

U sing the images on the preceding pages and the cut list, create the components 
for the undercarriage and the bottom stretcher. Form the dadoes for the 

undercarriage joinery. Note the dado in part G shown in 12A and 14B. Cut this dado 
ensuring a snug fit with the legs, parts A. Slip part G into part A. This is a knock-
down table and we want to be able to remove the undercarriage, so no glue is used 
with this joint. Drill 3/8” holes for dowels and note the dowels are 2-3/4” long. They 

will protrude 3/8” on each side of the leg. This will better facilitate removing them 
when the table needs to be disassembled.  

Add the bottom stretcher with wedge, no glue. Drop the long apron, part I into 
place; no glue (this joint will get glue later). Add the table supports, parts H, also no 
glue at present. Make sure everything fits to your satisfaction.  

Dadoes in 
parts G are 
3” x 3/16”. 

Dowels are 3/8” 
diameter and 
protrude 3/8” 
on each side of 
the leg. 

The wedge, part K 
is 3/4” thick and 
3-7/8” long. On 
the wide end, it is 
1-1/8” wide and 
on the narrow end 
it is 11/16”. 

14C 

14B 

A 
Leg 

G 
Short Apron 

J 
Stretcher 

I 
Long Apron 

H 
Table Support 

K 
Wedge 

M 
Undercarriage 

Dowel 
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15C 

C omplete the undercarriage by adding slots for the clips which will hold the table 
top in place. A close-up of the slot is shown in 15A. This slot is 3/8” deep and is 

slightly wider than the clip is (see 15B). The center of the slot is located 5/8” down 
from the top edge of the undercarriage and I have included 10 of them in this plan. 
See all the clip locations in 15C and note that the dimensions point to the center of 
each clip.  

Remove the undercarriage components, mark the location of the ten slots and form 
them with a plunge router and a 1/4” straight cutting bit. Create the clips as shown 
in 15B making sure that a hardwood is used. Also counter-bore holes in the clips 
for screws. Add the undercarriage components using glue in the joints where the 
table supports, parts H and the long aprons, parts I meet (no glue where parts G 
meet the legs and dowels). Add clamps and allow the glue to dry. 

15B 

15A 

G 
Short Apron 

I 
Long Apron 

H 
Table Support 

L 
Clip 

1-1/4 x 3/4 
x 3/4” 

1-5/8” 23-3/8” 
10-1/2” 

3/4” 

3/8” 

1-1/4” 

3/4” 

1/2” 

1-1/4” 

5/8” 

1/4” 
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Add the Top 

W ith work on the top commencing, the end is in sight. The 
joinery for the top itself is pretty simple: bringing boards 

together with nothing more than glue and clamps. The breadboard 
ends add some sophistication to the top and require a long tongue 
and groove (in blue above). This joint is finished off with dowels 
which lock the breadboard ends in place. 

N 
Top Boards - Outer 

66-1/2 x 5-5/8 
x 1-1/4” 

O 
Top Boards - Interior 

66-1/2 x 5-3/4 
x 1-1/4” 

Make five. 

N 
Top Boards - Outer 

66-1/2 x 5-5/8 
x 1-1/4” 

P 
Breadboard End 
40 x 4 x 1-1/4” 

Make two. 

16A 
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B egin building the top by first gluing an outer board, part 
N to an interior board, part M. These have slightly 

different widths. You can simply glue these boards together 
and add clamps or you can reinforce these joints with 
biscuits, dowels or dominos. Regardless, do your best to 
keep these boards in alignment with each other. Allow the 
glue time to dry. Continue adding boards.  

Once the glue for the last board is dry, sand or plane any 
surface irregularities. 

N 
Top Boards - 

Outer 
 

O 
Top Boards -  

Interior 

17A 
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18A 

C omplete the table top by making the breadboard 
ends, parts P. First, cut them to final size. Parts P 

are joined to the table top via a tongue and groove 
as shown in 18A and 18B. Note in 18B the groove is 
longer than the tongue to allow for table expansion. 

Form the groove in part P first, then cut the tongue 
to fit. Slide part P onto the tongue, drill for 3/8” 
dowels. Remove part P, elongate the outer two 
dowel holes in the tongue. Add glue only to the 
tongue in a 6” area around the center dowel hole, 
slide part P back onto the tongue, clamp it in place. 
Add the dowels, parts Q with just a small amount of 
glue near the top surface of part P. Do this for both 
ends of the table top. When the glue dries, trim and 
sand the dowels flush. 

18B 

P 
Breadboard End 
40 x 4 x 1-1/4” 

The tongue is 37-3/4” long, extends 
outward 1-1/4” and is 1/2” thick. 

Q 
 Breadboard 

Dowel 
1-1/4 x 3/8” 

The groove (highlighted 
in blue) is 38-1/2” long, 
extends inward 1-1/4” 
and is 1/2” thick. 

Note elongated holes 
at each end of the 
tongue. 

17” 

17” 

3/4” 3” 

3” 

3/4” 

1-1/8” 
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Final Assembly 

F inal assembly begins by attaching the 
completed table top to the undercarriage. This 

is accomplished via the clips, parts L, seen in 
15B, 15C and the cut-out illustration above. 

Center the table top on the undercarriage, add the 
clips, mark screw locations on the bottom of the 
table top. Pre-drill for screws in the table top and 
attach the top using the clips. 

L 
Clip 

19A 
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T he perfect finish for this table is a moderately dark 
stain followed by several coats of a wipe-on 

polyurethane following the manufacturers directions.  

I have a link to an article at Popular Woodworking.com 
on my website where you downloaded this plan. The link 
shows former senior editor Bob Lang using a finishing 
method which is designed to mimic an Arts and Crafts 
color which I think is ideal for this table. 

Jeff Branch WOODWORKING 
© 2018 by Jeff Branch. Unauthorized duplication is prohibited. See more woodworking plans at jeffbranchww.com. 


