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Basically, I designed the Jackson Dresser and 
created all of this publication by myself. 

___________ 

 
ON THE COVER: This dresser is a variation on a 
project I completed many years ago; my bedside 
table of which a plan is available at my website. A 
reader of my blog who built two bedside tables 
wanted plans for a matching dresser. It has been 
more than a year since my last woodworking plan 
and I was getting the itch to make a new one. I 
don’t usually do this, but this plan was born of a 
specific request. 

 

I’m calling this project The Jackson Dresser and 
the side and bracket feet are almost an identical 
copy of my bedside table. The drawers are 
different (overlay drawers) as well as the top (no 
breadboard ends) and some of the interior 
structure is unique. All of these changes are 
meant to make the dresser easier to build while 
keeping the traditional look of the bedside table 
intact. 

 

Questions about this project? Email me via the 
About page at my website. 
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MAIN DIMENSIONS 

A Note About Workshop Safety 
Be sure to understand and practice safe workshop proceedures. Know the safety instructions provided by your tool manufacturer. 
Wear eye and ear protection when appropriate and protect yourself from the fine dust generated by woodworking tools. 
 
Never become complacent with your power tools and hand tools. Remember your tools are potentially dangerous and to use them 
with respect. 



Dresser Case 
Item, Quantity, Description   Length, Width, Thickness 
A 2  Side Stile, Rear   30-1/4 x 2 x 3/4”  
B 2  Side Stile, Front   30-1/4 x 1-1/4 x 3/4” 
C 2  Side Rail, Bottom   14-1/8 x 4-1/4 x 3/4” 
D 2  Side Rail Top   14-1/8 x 3-1/4 x 3/4” 
E 2  Side Panel   23-1/2 x 13-7/8 x 3/4” 
F 3  Drawer Shelves   51-1/4 x 15-3/4 x 3/4” 
G 18  Drawer Guide 1   15-3/4 x 1-3/4 x 3/4” 
H 15  Drawer Guide 2   15-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 
I 2  Drawer Kicker 1   15-3/4 x 1-3/4 x 3/4” 
J 1  Drawer Kicker 2   15-3/4 x 1 x 3/4” 
K 5  Drawer Kicker 3   15-3/4 x 1-5/16 x 3/4” 
L 1  Back    51-1/4 x 30-1/4 x 3/4” 
 
Face Frame 
M 1  Face Frame Rail, Bottom  47-1/4 x 2-1/2 x 3/4” 
N 2 Face Frame Rail, Middle  47-1/4 x 2 x 3/4” 
O 1  Face Frame Rail, Top  47-1/4 x 1-3/4 x 3/4” 
P 3 Face Frame Stile   30-1/4 x 2-5/8 x 3/4” 
Q 1 Drawer Divider, Bottom  13-1/2 x 2 x 3/4” 
R 2 Drawer Divider, Middle  11-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 
S 2 Drawer Divider, Top  9 x 2 x 3/4” 
T 8 Dowel    2 x 3/8” 
 
Base 
U 1 Base, Front   53-1/2 x 4-3/4 x 3/4” 
V 2 Base, Side   18 x 4-3/4 x 3/4” 
W 1 Dresser Bottom   52-1/2 x 17-1/2 x 3/4” 
X 2 Rear Foot   4-1/4 x 4 x 3/4” 
Y 1 Rear Foot, Middle   7 x 4 x 3/4” 
Z 2 Base Foot Support   4 x 4 x 3/4” 
AA 1 Base Molding Front  53-1/4 x 1/2 x 1/2” 
AB 2 Base Molding Side   17-7/8 x 1/2 x 1/2” 
AC 8 Base Blocking   15-3/4 x 1-13/16 x 3/4” 
 
Top 
AD 1 Dresser Top   54-5/8 x 18-5/8 x 3/4” 
AE 3 Top Blocking   15-3/4 x 2-1/2 x 3/4” 
AF 1 Top Molding Front   53-1/4 x 1/2 x 1/2” 
AG 2 Top Molding Side   17-7/8 x 1/2 x 1/2” 

Drawers 
Item, Quantity, Description   Length, Width, Thickness 
AH 20  Dowel    1 x 1/4” 
 
Bottom Row Drawers 
AI 4  Bottom Drawer Sides  15-5/8 x 8-13/16 x 1/2” 
AJ 2  Bottom Drawer Front  21-5/8 x 8-13/16 x 3/4” 
AK 2  Bottom Drawer Back  21-5/8 x 8-5/16 x 3/4” 
AL 2  Bottom Drawer Bottom  22-1/8 x 15-1/8 x 1/4” 
AM 2  Bottom Drawer Face  23-3/8 x 9-3/4 x 3/4” 
 
Middle Row Drawers 
AN 6  Middle Drawer Sides  15-5/8 x 7-9/16 x 1/2” 
AO 2  Middle L/R Drawer Front  16-5/8 x 7-9/16 x 3/4” 
AP 2  Middle L/R Drawer Back  16-5/8 x 7-1/16 x 3/4” 
AQ 2  Middle L/R Drawer Bottom  17-1/8 x 15-1/8 x 1/4” 
AR 2  Middle L/R Drawer Face  18-3/8 x 8-1/2 x 3/4” 
AS 1  Middle Center Drawer Front  7-9/16 x 7 x 3/4” 
AT 1  Middle Center Drawer Back  7-1/16 x 7 x 3/4” 
AU 1  Middle Center Drawer Bottom 15-1/8 x 7-1/2 x 1/4” 
AV 1  Middle Center Drawer Face  8-3/4 x 8-1/2 x 3/4” 
 
Top Row Drawers 
AW 6  Top Drawer Sides   15-5/8 x 5 x 1/2” 
AX 2  Top L/R Drawer Front  11-3/4 x 5 x 3/4” 
AY 2  Top L/R Drawer Back  11-3/4 x 4-1/2 x 3/4” 
AZ 2  Top L/R Drawer Bottom  15-1/8 x 12-1/4 x 1/4” 
BA 2  Top L/R Drawer Face  13-1/2 x 6 x 3/4” 
BB 1  Top Center Drawer Front  16-3/4 x 5 x 3/4” 
BC 1  Top Center Drawer Back  16-3/4 x 4-1/2 x 3/4” 
BD 1  Top Center Drawer Bottom  17-1/4 x 15-1/8 x 1/4” 
BE 1  Top Center Drawer Face  18-1/2 x 6 x 3/4” 
 
 
 
Notes: For drawer pulls, see Sources, page 33. Some of the dimensions shown above are 
very specific sizes. Once your dresser gets underway, use the cut list as a guide. Verify 
measurements against the actual project.  
 
Sand all parts as you progress through the plan. 

THE JACKSON DRESSER  -  4 

 

CUT LIST 



THE JACKSON DRESSER  -  5 

The main case is created by joining 
paneled sides with three drawer 
shelves which are let into the side 
stiles with dadoes.   

The base is created by wrapping the dresser bottom on three sides with 
bracket feet by way of a rabbet joint. The bracket feet’s front outer 
corners are joined with biscuits. Rear feet are attached via a rabbet and 
brads.  

The face frame rails and 
stiles are brought together 
with dowels. The drawer 
dividers are joined by way of 
lap joints.   

 

CONSTRUCTION 



A 
Side Stile,  

Rear 
30-1/4 x 2 

x 3/4” 

B 
Side Stile,  

Front 
30-1/4 
x 1-1/4 
 x 3/4” 

C 
Lower Side Rail 

14-1/8 
x 4-1/4 x 3/4” 

D 
Upper Side Rail 

14-1/8 
x 3-1/4 x 3/4” 

E 
Side Panel 

23-1/2 
x 13-7/8 x 3/4” 
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6A - View of the left side. 6B - View inside of left side. 

16-5/8” 

10-1/4” 

1-13/16” 

3/4” 

3/4” 

9” 

6-15/16” 

15-3/4” 

3/4” 

7/8” 

Note: 
Dadoes and the 
rabbet along the 
back edge are  

1/4” deep. 
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CREATE THE CASE 
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Begin construction on the dresser 
by making the case sides. 
Illustrations 6A and 6B on page 6 
along with illustration 7A show the 
left case side. With 6B and 7A, we 
see an inside view. 

 

Cut parts A through E to final size. 
These parts will need additional 
fabrication as follows. 

 

Form a dado in parts A and B at 
the locations indicated by red 
arrows. Their placement is shown 
in 6B. Make the dadoes 1/4” x 
3/4”, but ensure a snug fit with 
the drawer shelves, parts F, seen 
on page 8. Cut the same dado in 
part C. 

 

Next, create a groove in parts A 
and B along their inner edges as 
shown. Make an identical groove 
on parts C and D to receive the 
side panel. Then, form stub 
tenons as shown. For part A, cut a 
rabbet along the inside rear edge 
as shown.  

 

Form the raised panel on part E 
noting that the perimeter edge of 
the raised panel should be 1/4” 
thick. 

 

Add glue to the tenons on parts C 
and D; slide part A onto part C, 
then position the panel, part E. 
Next set parts D and B into place. 
Add clamps and set aside to dry. 
Repeat for the right side. 

Cut a groove (highlighted in 
blue) along the inner edge of 
parts A, B, C and D as 
shown. The groove is 1/4” x 
3/8” and runs the full length 
of each part . A 

Side Stile, Rear 
30-1/4 x 2 

x 3/4” 

B 
Side Stile, Front 

30-1/4 
x 1-1/4 x 3/4” E 

Side Panel 
23-1/2 

x 13-7/8 x 3/4” 

C 
Lower Side Rail 

14-3/8 
x 4-1/4 x 3/4” 

D 
Upper Side Rail 

14-1/8 
x 3-1/4 x 3/4” 

All tenons are 
1/4” x 3/8” 

7A - View inside of left side. 

Rabbet 1/4” x 
7/8” to receive 

the back. 

Edge of part E 
is 1/4” thick. 

Note groove, 1/4” x 
3/8”. Make a similar 

groove in part C. 

Note: sand and pre-finish part E  
prior to up. Also side panel floats—no 
gluing this part in place. 

WEB EXTRA: Get tips on how to 
make a raised panel and how to cut 
tight fitting dado joints. CLICK HERE. 

https://jeffbranchww.com/jackson-dresser-raised-panel-and-tight-dados/
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One last step before we glue-up the case: make what I call the drawer shelves, parts F; there 
are three of them. These are plywood panels which the drawers will rest on. Cut parts F to 
final size and drill for pocket screws along the front edge as shown above. 

 

Managing A Big Glue-Up 
There are a few different ways to go about a large glue-up. From the outset, a decision 
should be made concerning some basics - should you begin this glue-up with your 
components coming together on your workbench? Is your workbench large enough? Maybe 
your shop floor is a better option. When gluing the sides and drawer shelves, parts F, do you 
lay the side panels on their front edge or stand them up on their bottom edge?  

 

What you see on pages 9 and 10 is a recommended sequence of events meant to make a 
large glue-up more manageable.  I often use sawhorses for big glue-ups like this. I have two 

foot versions and adjustable height three footers. At times I’ll use my split top workbench 
which allows me some options for easily positioning pipe clamps. 

 

Before you get started, do a dry run. By this I mean clamp the sides to the three drawer 
shelves with the clamp blocks (indicated in green, pages 9 and 10) in place. Make sure 
everything needed to complete the glue-up is at hand including a way to clean glue squeeze 
out.  

 

Check that everything fits and make any necessary adjustments. Once you are happy how 
the assembly fits, you are ready to begin the big glue-up. One thing to remember - certain 
glues like PVA or yellow glue begin to grip wood pretty quickly. A large glue-up should be 
completed with this in mind. Therefore, I recommend progressing in steps; specifically, the 
four steps shown on pages nine and ten. 

F 
Drawer Shelf 

51-1/4 x 15-3/4 x 3/4” 

22-5/8” 

8-3/8” 

22-5/8” 

8-3/8” 

8A 
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9A - Case back is facing up. 

Begin Glue-Up 
The bottom drawer shelf, shown in blue below can be 
glued the full length of the dado created in 7A. 

 

The middle and top drawer shelves get glue only in the 
dadoes created in the side stiles, parts A and B. No glue 
should be applied where the drawer shelves touch the 
side panel, part E. 

Note: Use scrap boards as 
clamp blocks (shown in 
green) to protect clamps 
from damaging your work. 

Step 1 
Glue the bottom Drawer Shelf, part F 
(highlighted in blue) into the dado in the right 
side. Dry fit, (no glue) the top Drawer Shelf 
(yellow) into the right side. Add the left side 
without applying glue. Add clamps and allow 
glue used in the right side/bottom shelf joint 
to set up (approximately 2 hours). 
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Step 3  
Glue the top Drawer Shelf (yellow) into the 
dadoes in the right side taking care to keep 
glue from touching the Side Panel, part E. 
Dry fit the left side in place; clamp and allow 
the glue to set. 

 

Step 4  
Glue the left side in place taking care to 
keep glue from touching the Side Panel, part 
E. Add clamps and let the whole assembly 
dry overnight. 

Step 2 
Glue the middle Drawer Shelf (highlighted in red) 
into the dado in the right side taking care to keep 
glue from touching the Side Panel, part E. Dry fit, 
the top Drawer Shelf (yellow), dry fit the left side 
in place. Clamp and allow the glue to set 

10A 
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Time to move to the face frame. The design of the face frame has solid construction in 
mind, yet the joinery is easy to execute. Joinery is accomplished by way of dowels and lap 
joints.  

 

For the dowel joinery, an easy way to accurately locate and drill for dowels is via a dowelling 
jig (see Sources). Dowels create a wood to wood joint which is very strong. Lap joints are 

used so that the various drawer dividers can be easily added after the outer perimeter of 
the face frame is joined. Lap joints are created with a table saw or a router. Some skill is 
needed to get a proper fit with a flat, flush surface. 

 

First we will make the face frame stiles, then the rails and lastly, the drawer dividers. The 
face frame will then be attached to the dresser case with glue and pocket screws 

11A 

M 
Face Frame 
Rail, Bottom 

47-1/4 
x 2-1/2 x 3/4” 

O 
Face Frame 

Rail, Top 
47-1/4 

x 1-3/4 x 3/4” 

R 
Drawer Divider, Middle 

11-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 

S 
Drawer Divider, Top 

9 x 2 x 3/4” 

Q 
Drawer Divider, Bottom 

13-1/2 x 2 x 3/4” 

N 
Face Frame 
Rail, Middle 

47-1/4 
x 2 x 3/4” 

P 
Face Frame Stile 

30-1/4  
x 2-5/8  x 3/4” 

P 
Face Frame Stile 

30-1/4  
x 2-5/8  x 3/4” 

R 
Drawer Divider, Middle 

11-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 

 

MAKE THE FACE FRAME 

Note: The 3/8” chamfer 
seen on parts P will be 
added later in assembly. 



11-1/4” 

9-3/4” 

1-1/4” 

7-1/8” 

7/8” 

P 
Face Frame Stile 

30-1/4  
x 2-5/8  x 3/4” 

Note: Dowel holes are 3/8 x 
1-1/8” deep. 

2-1/2” 

2” 

2” 
2” 

2” 
2” 

2” 2” 

1-3/4” 

R 
Drawer Divider, 

Middle 
11-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 

Make two. 
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12A 

Begin face frame construction by fabricating the face frame stiles, parts P. Form two stiles 
following the dimensions given. Note the dowel hole locations. Using a dowelling jig (see Sources), 
center each 3/8” hole as shown and drill a hole 1-1/16” deep. Accuracy is important when drilling 
these holes. 

 

Next, make drawer dividers, parts Q, R and S by cutting them to final size. Cut away material as 
shown to form the first half of the lap joinery. These should be 3/8” deep or half the final thickness 
of the drawer dividers. Note that the size of the lap joints vary with each divider. 

Q 
Drawer Divider, 

Bottom 
13-1/2 x 2 x 3/4” 

Make one. 

S 
Drawer Divider, 

Top 
9 x 2 x 3/4” 
Make two. 

Making a Face Frame Fit 
I once built a cabinet; cut all my parts to size like a good 
woodworker. When it came time to add my assembled face frame 
to the cabinet case, it was too small. It seemed that one of the 
case sides bowed outward ever so slightly. I spent a lot of time 
sanding the bow out ensuring the face frame and the side mated 
up in an acceptable way. 

 

I now apply face frames to cases by making the face frame 
slightly too big. When completed, the face frame 
should be 1/4” too long, overhanging the case 
sides by 1/8” on each side. This will allow 
you to trim the face frame flush with 
the sides using a router.  

Note: Parts P will get a 3/8” 
chamfer later in assembly. 
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Make the face frame rails by cutting each one to the final size shown in illustration 11A. Form lap joints at the locations indicated. These are two inches wide and 3/8” deep or half the 
thickness of the rails. The dadoes formed for the lap joints should have a smooth surface. Next, using a dowelling jig, drill 3/8” x 1-1/16” deep holes centered on each rail end. It is 
important that these holes be perfectly centered.  

13A 

12-3/4” 

17-5/8” 

O 

N 

N 

M 

17-3/4” 12-3/4” 

12-3/4” 12-3/4” 8” 

2-7/8” 2-7/8” 

17-5/8” 

22-5/8” 22-5/8” 

Note: All lap joints are 2” wide 
and 3/8” deep, or half the 
thickness of each rail. 

Note: Dowel holes (highlighted 
in blue) are centered on the end 
of each rail. 

3” 3” 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 
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Just as with the dresser case, make a dry run of the face frame glue-up fitting the four rails 
to the stiles. Make sure the dowels join the various components together correctly, making 
adjustments as needed. Sand dowels if need be to ensure a snug fit. You should be able to 
insert and pull the dowels out with just hand pressure. 

 

Add the drawer dividers to the dry-run and ensure they fit correctly. Once you are pleased 
with the fit, begin glue-up by adding glue to a hole in the left face frame stile, then insert a 

dowel. Repeat for all the dowel holes in the stiles. One at a time, add a rail to the left stile 
coating the exposed dowel with a light application of glue. Glue the right face frame stile in 
place Add clamps and remove any glue squeeze-out.  

 

Next, begin adding the five drawer dividers. Add glue to the lap joint surfaces; insert a 
drawer divider and clamp in place (highlighted in yellow). Repeat for the remaining dividers. 
Allow glue to dry overnight. 

14A 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 
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15A 

1-1/4” 

2-1/4” 

See 15B 

15B 

Attach the face frame to the dresser case by way of glue around the perimeter 
of the case and with glue and pocket screws along the drawer shelves. See 
special note on page 12, “Making a Face Frame Fit”. The face frame should be 
slightly wider than the dresser case, so center the face frame. 

 

Trim the face frame stiles flush to the case sides using a router equipped with a 
flush trim bit (see Sources). Lastly, using a router equipped with a chamfering 
bit, add a 3/8 x 3/8” chamfer as shown in 15A (see Sources). 

The three drawer shelves are designed to be positioned 
1/16” higher than their corresponding face frame rails (note 
the area highlighted in blue below). This keeps the drawers 
from sliding on the face frame as they are moved in and out. 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 
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Continue work on the dresser case by adding drawer guides. There are three sizes in this 

step (more will be added later), Drawer Guide 1 , parts G (blue), Drawer Guide 2, parts H 

(yellow), and Drawer Kicker 3, parts K (red).  

 

Make 18 pieces of part G and using brads and glue, join three boards to form six sets of 

three. Position parts G against the case sides making sure they align with the inside edge of 

the face frame stiles. Glue and brad them in place. Glue should not touch the case side 

panel, part E, since this part should be allowed to expand and contract. Repeat the same 

steps for parts H making five sets of three. Align parts H with the drawer dividers as shown 

in 16A. Make sure these drawer guides are the same width as the drawer dividers. Glue and 

brad them in place, add clamps and allow the glue time to dry. 

 

Finally, form the Upper Drawer Guide 3, parts K, by cutting four parts to final size. These 

parts are attached to the bottom of the drawer shelves and are centered along the width of 

their corresponding drawer opening. Use glue and brads to attach them to the drawer 

shelves. 

H 
Drawer Guide 2,  

15-3/4 x 2 x 3/4” 

K 
Drawer 

Kicker 3,  
15-3/4 x 1-5/16 

x 3/4” 

16A 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 

G 
Drawer Guide 1,  

15-3/4 x 1-3/4 x 3/4” 
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Building the base begins with the Dresser Base and adding bracket feet on three sides. Cut 

the Dresser Base, part W to final size. Cut part U and the parts V to height (4-3/4”), but 

leave them about an inch long in length. Create the rabbet which runs along the inside top 

edge of these parts (highlighted in blue). 0n parts U and V, form a 45° miter cut on one 

end. Put parts U and V in position with part W; mark the length and make the final cut. Add 

a dado at the inside rear of part V as shown in 17B. I use biscuits at the outer corners of 

bracket feet (see 17C); cut for a biscuit if you have a biscuit jointer. An alternative to 

biscuits is glue blocks. Finally, using a bandsaw, jig saw or fret saw, cut the bracket feet 

profile on parts U and V (profile shown on page 18). Clean up the cut with a rasp and sand 

paper. Using glue and clamps join parts U and V to part W. 

 

Form part X (see profile on page 19) and form the tenon (see 17B). Glue and clamp part X 
in place fitting the tenon into the base side, parts V.  

 

Form parts Y and Z. Part Y is centered along the rear edge of the Dresser Base. Glue and 
clamp it in place. Glue and clamp parts Z, one to part Y and one to part U. 

W 
Dresser Bottom,  

52-1/2 x 17-1/2 x 3/4” 

17A 

 

BUILD THE BASE 

X 
Rear Foot,  
4-1/4 x 4  

x 3/4” 

Y 
Rear Foot, 

Middle  
7 x 4 x 3/4” 

U 
Base Front,  

53-1/2 x 4-3/4 x 3/4” 

#20 Biscuit 

Z 
Base Foot 
Support 

4 x 4 x 3/4” 

Note: Rabbet for base front 
and sides (highlighted in 
blue): 1/4 x 3/4” 

See 17B 

17C 

V 
Base Side,  
18 x 4-3/4 

x 3/4” 

V 
Base Side,  
18 x 4-3/4 

x 3/4” 

17B 

Tenon is 3/8 
wide and 1/4” 
deep. 

X 

See 17C 

#20 
Biscuit 

X 
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1 block = 1/2” 

18A 

CEN
TER

 LIN
E 

U 
Base Front,  

53-1/2 x 4-3/4 x 3/4” 

V 
Base Side,  

18 x 4-3/4 x 3/4” 



THE JACKSON DRESSER  -  19 

19A 

X 
Rear Foot 

4-1/4” 

4” 

2-1/4” 

7” 

3” 

4” 

2” 

Y 
Rear Foot, Middle 

Z 
Base Foot 
Support 

Dashed line indicates 
tenon location.  

See 17B. 
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20A 

15” 

15” 

AC 
Base Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 1-13/16 
x 3/4” 

Begin attaching the base to the dresser case by 
forming eight Base Blocking, parts AC (highlighted 
in blue). Glue two together making four groups of 
two. Position them as shown in 20A, then glue and 
clamp in place. Allow glue to dry. 

 

Transfer the location of the base blocking to the 
underside of the dresser bottom, part W. Pre-drill 
holes for wood screws, position the assembled 
base, centered along the dresser case width and 
flush with case rear edge. Attach the base with eight 
1-1/2” long wood screws.  

W 
Dresser Bottom 

Wood Screw,  
1-1/2” long. 
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21A 

 

DRAWER CONSTRUCTION 

Bottom Row 
Drawers: 
Make two 

identical drawers 

Middle Row 
Drawers: 

The two outer 
drawers are 

Identical. The 
center drawer is 

unique. 
Top Row 
Drawers: 

The two outer 
drawers are 

Identical. The 
center drawer is 

unique. 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 
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Except for the drawer knob on the center drawer, all the dresser drawers are made in the 
same way. As shown on page 21, two of the top row drawers, two of the middle row drawers 
and both of the bottom row drawers are the same. The larger center drawer in the top row 
has the same drawer sides as the two smaller drawers and this is also the case with the 
middle row drawers. So there are multiple parts which can be made at the same time. 

 

Illustration 22A shows basic drawer construction. Note there are 1/4 x 1/4” dadoes along 

the lower interior edge of the Drawer Sides and the Drawer Front. The Drawer Back rests on 
top of the Drawer Bottom (no dado for the Drawer Back). Dowels are used to join boards at 
the drawer corners. The Drawer Face is attached to the Drawer Front with wood screws. The 
four holes in the Drawer Front provide access to the screws used to attach the drawer pulls. 
These four holes enable the tightening of the drawer pull screws should they become loose 
over time. The size of these holes is determined by the size of the screw head used with the 
drawer pulls.  

22A 

Drawer Side 

Drawer Side 

Drawer Front 

Drawer Back 

Drawer Face 

Drawer Face edge 
has both a round 
over profile and a 

rabbet. 

Wood screws, driven from 
behind the Drawer Front, are 

used to attach the Drawer Face. 

The Drawer Sides and Drawer 
Front have a 1/4” x 1/4” dado 

(highlighted in blue) to receive the 
Drawer Bottom. 

Drawer Bottom 

Dowels are 1/4” 
x 1” long. 
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Illustration 23A details the fabrication which needs to be completed for the drawer sides. There is a 1/4” x 1/4” dado which 
runs along the lower inside, 1/4” up from the bottom edge. As you form this dado, test the drawer bottom for fit. A slightly 
loose fit here is OK. Evenly space 1/4” dowel holes centered 3/8” from each end. The top row drawers get three dowel holes; 
the middle row drawers get four dowel holes and the lower drawers get five dowel holes (see the illustration on page 2). The 
drawer sides are 1/2” thick and because the dowel holes leave a potentially weak area between the dowel holes and the 
edge of the sides, I like to make these drawer sides from a hardwood. Red oak is shown; I’m a fan of this option because I 
can buy 1/2” red oak boards at my local home center.  

 

The drawer fronts and backs are 3/4” thick; I like pine for these parts because pine isn’t a heavy wood and these drawers 
could get heavy if a lot of hardwood is used. The drawer fronts should get the same dado along the bottom edge; 1/4” x 1/4” 
and 1/4” up from the bottom edge. The drawer backs do not get a dado. 

 

The drawer faces need a routed profile as shown in 23B. Cut the drawer faces to final size as shown in the cut list. Route a 
3/8” round over leaving a 1/16” inset. Then form a rabbet along the inside edge - 5/16” x 3/8” using a straight cutting bit 
(see Sources). Test the rabbet for fit in the drawer opening and adjust as needed - see more on page 25. 

3/8” 5/16” 

3/8” 

23B 

1/16” 

23A 

Drawer Side, 
interior view. 

1/4” 
1/4” 

3/8” 3/8” 

Dowels holes are 
1/4” in diameter. 

Dadoes for 
drawer bottom 
are 1/4” deep. 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 
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Making a Drawer Fit 
See the cut list for drawer component sizes. These dimensions are based on the face frame 
drawer opening, and should be considered a starting point for determining final drawer size.  
In reality, you want your drawer sides, back, front and drawer face to be slightly smaller than 
their corresponding drawer opening. But not much smaller: for the drawer box (drawer box = 
the drawer without the drawer face), 1/8” smaller in final height and about 1/16” in width. 

 

Bring together the components to form one drawer box corner. Mark dowel hole locations on 
the drawer sides. Position a drawer front with a drawer side and securely clamp in place. 
Drill 1/4” holes through the drawer side and into the drawer front. Drill to a depth of one 

inch (you will drill to 1/2” into the drawer front). Repeat for the three remaining corners. 

 

Begin assembly by joining one corner with 1/4” dowels. Test fit a dowel and sand as needed 
to get a snug fit. Add glue and tap the dowels in place. Repeat for the three remaining 
corners. Add clamps and allow the glue to set. Then, trim the dowels flush and slide the 
drawer bottom in place. Secure the drawer bottom to the drawer back with a small screw. 

 

With the drawer boxes completed, check how they move in and out of their corresponding 
drawer openings. Sand or plane the sides as needed to get a snug fit. Remember, it is better 
for a drawer box to be a little tight (which can be fixed) rather than too loose. 

24A 

Dowels are 1/4” x 
1-1/4” before 
trimming flush. 

Drawer Front 

Drawer Face 
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Attaching the Drawer Face to the drawer box is next. Ensure the rabbet which surrounds the 
back of the Drawer Face fits within the face frame drawer opening. I usually tape a couple 
of slender strips of a business card to the rabbet to ensure there is a space between the 
bottom of the rabbet and the face frame. I do this so the Drawer Face doesn’t hit the face 
frame drawer opening. Trim as needed to ensure a snug fit.  

 

Add four pieces of double face mounting tape (highlighted in blue above) to the back of the 
Drawer Face. Move the drawer box in place and then do the same for the Drawer Face 
pressing the mounting tape onto the drawer box. Press firmly to ensure the tape takes hold. 
By the way, mounting tape can have amazing holding power. When shopping for tape, get a 
light duty version. Next, push the drawer box out; add a couple of spring clamps to further 

hold the Drawer Face in place. Attach the Drawer Face to the drawer box by pre-drilling and 
driving four screws through the back of the Drawer Front (see 22A). 

 

Next, determine drawer pull locations; centered on all drawers except the bottom row. The 
center of each bottom row pull is located 4-7/8” in from each drawer edge (see Sources for 
pulls). First drill a small pilot hole at each drawer pull screw location. Let this pilot hole pass 
through the Drawer Face and into the Drawer front. Remove the Drawer Face from the 
drawer box and remove the mounting tape. Drill the needed hole for the drawer pulls and 
drill holes in the Drawer Front which allow clearance for the Drawer Pull screw heads (also 
shown in 22A). Attach the drawer pulls and then re-attach the Drawer Face to the drawer 
box. Repeat for the remaining drawers. 

25A 

Double face  
mounting tape. 

Drawer Face 

Drawer Front 
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We’ll begin the process of adding the top by 
installing the back. Cut the Back, part L, to size. 
The back fits in the rabbets formed in the case 
sides (see illustration 7A for a close-up of the 
rabbet). Using a pencil, transfer the location of 
the drawer shelves rear edge to the back 
(highlighted in blue in 26A). 

 

Position the back into side rabbets. Evenly space 
screw holes as shown above (the exact spacing 
isn’t critical) and pre-drill for screws. Drive wood 
screws through the back and into the edges of 
the drawer shelves.  

 

If you prefer a clean look to the back of the case; 
pre-drill and counter-bore deeper screw holes 
and plug these (covering the screws) with 
dowels. Glue the dowels in place and trim them 
flush with the back; sand as needed. 

26A 

Note how the 
back fits in 

rabbeted sides. 

Wood screws 

L 
Back,  

51-1/4 x 30-1/4 
x 3/4” 

 

ADD THE TOP 
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27A 

The dresser case is almost finished. Before we add the top, we need to create blocking 

which the top will attach to. And with the back in place, we can add the remaining drawer 

kickers. Note there is one kicker under the center Top Blocking (highlighted in red 

above). 

 

Also note that the placement of pocket screws is different in the Top Blocking for the 

sides and the Top Blocking in the center of the dresser. The Top Blocking on the sides 

get additional screws due to the fact that most people move a dresser by grabbing the 

top. This essentially makes all the weight of the dresser and its contents hang from the 

top. The better way is to pick a dresser up by its base. Additional pocket screws add 

strength to the top blocking.  

 

There are also two holes which we will pre-drill for screws used to attach the top to the 
three Top Blockings. The position of these screws and pocket screws in the center 
blocking is important especially for the center blocking since part J is mounted 
underneath it. See more on page 28.  

I 
Drawer  

Kicker 1,  
15-3/4 x 1-3/4 

x 3/4” 

AE 
Top Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 2-1/2 
x 3/4” 

J 
Drawer 

Kicker 2,  
15-3/4 x 1 

 x 3/4” 

Part J (red) is 
centered under 

part AE. See 
29B 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 

AE 
Top Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 2-1/2 
x 3/4” 

AE 
Top Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 2-1/2 
x 3/4” 
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28A 

Let’s take a closer look at the blocking and kickers in this step of construction. Create the 
first two of the Top Blocking, parts AE, for the case sides. These are mirror images of each 
other. Cut the parts to size and add pocket screw holes as shown. Next, drill a 3/8” hole at 
the inside corners as shown. This 3/8” diameter hole will allow for expansion and 
contraction of the top. Screws for the top will use washers to account for the large hole size. 

 

Form parts I, Drawer Kicker 1, as shown and center a pocket hole screw at each end. 

Next, cut to size the last of the Top Blocking, part AE, for the center location. Drill for a 
pocket screw and a 3/8” hole as shown. Note for the opposite end of this part, I have 
flipped the pocket screw and 3/8” hole location. 

 

Lastly, cut Drawer Kicker 2, part J to size. Part J will be centered under the center Top 
Blocking and glued in place. You want part J to clear the 3/8” screw holes, so make sure 
part J centered under the center Top Blocking. 

I 
Drawer  

Kicker 1,  
15-3/4 x 1-3/4 

x 3/4” 

AE 
Top Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 2-1/2 
x 3/4” 

J 
Drawer 

Kicker 2,  
15-3/4 x 1 

 x 3/4” 

4” 

7/8” 
1” 

5/8” 

1” 

1/2” 
7/8” 

Outer edge 

For parts I, pocket 
screw holes are 
centered. 

AE 
Top Blocking,  

15-3/4 x 2-1/2 
x 3/4” 

Outer edge 
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29A 

Attach Drawer Kicker 2, part J, to the center Top Blocking (see 29B). Attach the three Top Blocking, parts AE, to the case 
using pocket screws and on the outer edge of the side Top Blockings, use glue and pocket screws. 

 

Cut the Dresser Top, part AD to final size. Using a router with a 1/2” cove bit (see Sources), route a cove profile to the 
lower edge of the Top. Do this for the front and side edges (see 29C). Center the Dresser Top on the dresser case, flush 
with the back. The Top should over-hang the front and sides 3/4”. Drive wood screws with washers from below the Top 
Blockings (red arrows) into the Top. A drill angle adapter should be used in this step (see Sources). 

AD 
Dresser Top,  

54-5/8 x 18-5/8 
x 3/4” 

Pocket screw holes 
face inward. 

29B - End view of parts AE and J. 

AE 

J 

Add glue here. 

1/2” 

1/2” 

29C 

3/4” 

AD 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 

Add glue here. 

WEB EXTRA: A good way to handle 
cross grain issues when attaching a 
table top. CLICK HERE. 

https://jeffbranchww.com/a-different-way-to-attach-a-top/


AA 
Base Molding, 

Front,  
53-1/4 x 1/2  

x 1/2” 
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30A 

AB 
Base Molding, 

Side,  
17-7/8 x 1/2 

x 1/2” 

Finish the dresser case by adding 1/2” quarter round 
molding along the base and just under the Dresser 
Top. 

 

Create the molding with a 1/2” round over bit in a 
router (see Sources). The top and base side moldings 
are the same as are the top and base front moldings. 

 

Route a 1/2” profile on a piece of stock (see Sources). 
Then, at the table saw, cut the molding away from the 
larger board. Form 45° angles at the outer corners and 
trim to fit. 

 

Attach the molding with brads and glue or with glue 
and spring clamps.   

 

Slide the drawers in place and you are finished with 
your dresser. 

1/2” 

1/2” 

30B 

© 2017 Jeff Branch 

AF 
Top Molding, Front,  
53-1/4 x 1/2 x 1/2” 

AG 
Top Molding, 

Side,  
17-7/8 x 1/2 

x 1/2” 
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This dresser is based on a bedside table I 
made years ago and was created using 
knotty pine which can be challenging to 
stain. Because pine is a softwood and in this 
instance, the Jackson Dresser features knots 
for a rustic look, some areas like those near 
knots will accept stain in a darker way 
causing an uneven color (a condition called 
“blotching”). This can be a good thing, but in 
general you want the finished color to be as 
consistent  as possible. Here is my current 
method for applying stain to pine… 

 

1. Test the following method on a scrap 
piece of pine. 

2. Sand up to 220 grit.  

3. Apply Charles Neil’s Pre-Color 
Conditioner following the directions (see 
sources). This controls stain absorption. 

4. Apply a Minwax oil stain in a color of 
your liking. 

5. Lightly sand using 320 grit paper. 

6. Apply three coats of Minwax wipe-on 
polyurethane sanding between coats 
using 320 grit paper. 

 

One word of caution when using Charles 
Neil’s Pre-Color Conditioner. Apply even 
coats. Don’t do as I did: The last time I used 
this conditioner, I wasn’t sure I covered a 
particular area well; so I went over it a third 
time. This area appeared lighter when stain 
was applied. Make sure you apply even coats 
by observing the flow of conditioner. This is 
best done by watching the flow at a low angle 
so you can see light reflect off the wet 
conditioner. See Sources on page 33 for 
Charles Neil’s website. 

 

APPLY FINISH 
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ADDENDUM 

F F F 

3/4” x 4’ x 8’ Plywood 1/4” x 4’ x 8’ Plywood 

L W 

AC 

AL AL 

AQ AQ 

AZ 

AZ 

AU 

BD 

3/4” x 4’ x 8’ Plywood 

AE 
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Below is a list of router bits and other items which are good to have on hand for building the 
Jackson Dresser. Those items with an asterisk (*) have affiliate links. This means I make a 
small commission when you buy an item via this kind of link. You don’t pay a higher price. 
The money I make helps me add software updates and purchase new software as I look for 
ways to make better woodworking plans. 

 

 Freud 99-315 vertical raised panel router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 Kreg R3 Pocket Hole System* at Amazon.com. 

 Self centering dowel jig* at Amazon.com. 

 Freud 44-100 bearing flush trim router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 Freud 40-104 45° chamfer router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 Rocker 3/8” round over router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 3-1/4” Rosette bail pull with 1-1/8” back plate, item H-10-3.250-MS-A at Horton 
Brasses.com. 

 K-12 1” Classic kitchen knob, item K-12-1.00-A at Horton Brasses.com. 

 Freud 30-114 1/2” cove router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 Dewalt DWARA Right Angle Adapter* at Amazon.com. 

 Freud 34-127Q 1/2” round over router bit* at Amazon.com. 

 Charles Neil’s Pre-Color Conditioner at www.cn-woodworking.com. 

 

SOURCES 

https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000225XY/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B0000225XY&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=27c79d8562296d9c329ba3e7d7174d13/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000J43A7W/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000J43A7W&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=a3ffbc8f0ba2a19d08d9645582763690/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B000022419/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B000022419&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=5176858e7cb03677858b8308a9bac3f7/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00004T7IQ/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00004T7IQ&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=9f4d41a0bb7c2d0610892ec62f3fe1d6/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000225VL/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B0000225VL&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=e4880122673356e77e065fa4c52de720/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B0000225WD/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B0000225WD&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=46ce92e4576a984c5cfce1ca793c3ffe/
http://www.horton-brasses.com/H-10-3-250.asp
http://www.horton-brasses.com/H-10-3-250.asp
http://www.horton-brasses.com/K-12-1-00.asp
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00004T7F3/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00004T7F3&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=91ea9ee17d5e359de136eefe3235b5ad/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00C0VSNKQ/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00C0VSNKQ&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=28a443c1a7ebcae9364d5a8c268adec9/
https://www.amazon.com/gp/product/B00BXL6FUE/ref=as_li_tl?ie=UTF8&camp=1789&creative=9325&creativeASIN=B00BXL6FUE&linkCode=as2&tag=jeffobranch-20&linkId=42acad150ef2b8b949a813c41cfa708a/
https://charlesneilwoodworking.3dcartstores.com/Finishing-Products_c_11.html
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OTHER PLANS 

Bedside Table 
 
I built this table many years ago out of knotty pine and is the inspiration for the Jackson Dresser. The bedside table features a lot of panel 
construction: the web frames, sides, bottom and doors all feature panel style joinery. The plan is 16 pages in length and includes a cut 
list and numerous exploded views and full color illustrations. The plan is free of charge and I do not collect your email address during  
download. 

 
To see the plan, click here. 

Queen Size Bed 
 
This bed was built and donated to a tornado relief effort after horrific tornadoes struck our area in 2013. I tried to design a simple bed, 
but one which gains some style from a paneled headboard and unique finials. The plan is 17 pages in length and includes a cut list and a 
variety of illustrations and exploded views. The plan is free and I do not collect your email address during download. 
 
 

To see the plan, click here. 

Easy Painted Bookcase 
 
Simplicity was the key for the design of this bookcase. Materials include MDF, pine and pine moldings; all items available at the home 
center. Being painted, the woodworker does not have to pay attention to grain characteristics or the color of the various materials. The 
plan is 11 pages in length; includes a cut list and numerous illustrations As with all my plans, this one is free and I do not collect your 
email address during download. 

 
To see the plan, click here.  

https://jeffbranchww.com/2011/04/01/free-woodworking-plan-you-can-build-a-painted-bookcase/
https://jeffbranchww.com/2013/08/24/free-woodworking-plan-making-a-queen-size-bed-step-by-step/
https://jeffbranchww.com/2012/05/18/free-woodworking-plan-you-can-build-a-bedside-table/
https://jeffbranchww.com/



