
A vid readers will tell you they often 
need a new way to store all of their 
books. I’ve seen some pretty creative 

ways to stockpile books - in some instances 
books are placed in every nook and cranny; 
upstairs and down; even end tables and coffee 
tables can partly serve as book depositories.   

 

We have four bookcases in our home. My wife 
loves to read, I have about 30 years worth of 
woodworking books and magazines. And my 
daughter likes to read as well; she has already 
asked me to make a second bookcase. 

 

It is for this reason that bookcases need to be 
made in a variety of sizes. I have made eight 
foot tall bookcases, seven footers and one at 
six feet in height. This one is a medium height: 
it stands at 51 inches tall.  

 

I have made so many bookcases, I am running 
out of names for them. The one shown here is 
called Kirkwood, named for a beautiful 

antebellum home in Eutaw, Alabama, built in 
1860 (Google it for photos). 

 

Like the home it is named for, Kirkwood, the 
bookcase, is historic in design. It features nice 
bracket feet, strong vertical lines via the back 
slats, and understated moldings at the top. It 
has three adjustable shelves which provide 
storage options for different size books. The 
height is such that the top can be utilized as a 
display area for collectables or a TV. 

 

This bookcase is designed to be relatively easy 
to build. Forming the bracket feet is the most 
challenging part of the project. All of the joinery 
is basic woodworking; dado and rabbet joints 
are used for the case. The feet are joined at 
the corners with dados and biscuits. I utilize 
screws, pocket screws and nails elsewhere. 

 

Select some choice wood like cherry, 
mahogany or tiger maple, and Kirkwood could 
easily become a notable bookcase. 
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Main Dimensions 
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Profiles 

Ⓣ, Ⓤ 1/2” Round 
over 

Ⓠ, Ⓡ Straight 
stock 

Ⓥ 1/2” 
Cove 

Bracket Feet - Sides Top Moldings 

Bracket Feet - Front and Base Moldings 

Ⓛ 

Ⓚ 

Each square equals 
one inch. 

Ⓞ, Ⓟ 1/2” Round 
over 

C/L 



Cut List 

Case Assembly 
Ⓐ 2 Sides   44 1/2 x 11 1/4 x 3/4” 

Ⓑ 1 Lower Cross Member  30 3/4 x 10 3/8 x 3/4” 

Ⓒ 1 Upper Cross Member  30 3/4 x 10 3/8 x 3/4” 

Ⓓ 1 Face Frame Lower Rail 28 x 2 1/4 x 3/4”  

Ⓔ 1 Face Frame Upper Rail 28 x 2 x 3/4” 

Ⓕ 2 Face Frame Stiles  44 1/2 x 1 3/4 x 3/4” 

Ⓖ 4 Back Slats   44 1/2 x 5 3/8 x 3/4” 

Ⓗ 2 Back Slat - Ends  44 1/2 x 5 3/16 x 3/4” 

Ⓘ 3 Shelf   30 x 10 3/8 x 3/4” 

Ⓙ 1 Base Support  30 x 1 1/2 x 3/4” 
 
Base Assembly 
Ⓚ 1 Bracket Feet - Front  33 x 5 1/4 x 3/4” 

Ⓛ 2 Bracket Feet - Side  12 3/4 x 5 1/4 x 3/4” 

Ⓜ 2 Bracket Feet - Back  4 1/2 x 4 1/4 x 3/4” 

Ⓝ 1 Base   32 x 12 1/4 x 3/4” plywood 

Ⓞ 1 Base Molding - Front  32 1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2” 

Ⓟ 2 Base Molding - Side  12 1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2” 
 
Top Assembly 
Ⓠ 1 Molding Frame - Front 33 x 3 x 1/2” 

Ⓡ 2 Molding Frame - Side 12 3/4 x 3 x 1/2” 

Ⓢ 1 Molding Frame - Back 27 x 3 x 1/2” 
Ⓣ 1 Top Qtr Round - Front 32 1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2” 

Ⓤ 2 Top Qtr Round - Side  12 1/2 x 1/2 x 1/2” 
Ⓥ 1 Top    34 1/2 x 13 1/2 x 3/4” 
 

In addition to the components shown in the cut list, you will need a 1/4” 
hardwood dowel which becomes the shelf supports and you will need eight 
#10 biscuits. Pocket screws are used to join the face frame components. 
 
Notes 
Sand your parts as you proceed through the build. Thoroughly familiarize 
yourself with the steps required to complete this project. If you have any 
questions, please email me at jeffobranch@hotmail.com. 
 
Be sure to understand and implement the safety steps found in your power 
tool user manuals. Never underestimate the potential danger associated with 
woodworking power tools and hand tools. Be sure to use safety glasses, a dust 
respirator and hearing protection when appropriate. Make sure you have easy 
access to first aid supplies. Work safe in the wood shop. 
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Build the Case 
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Using the cut list, form the components for the case. Create rabbets and a dado in the case sides as 
shown in illustration 5d. Drill 3/8” deep 1/4” holes as shown spacing them apart one inch on center. 
Create a corresponding tongue at both ends of part B as shown in 5c. Glue parts B and C to parts A, 
check for square and set aside to dry. Reinforce part C by adding screws as shown in 5b. 

5a 

Ⓐ Ⓐ 

Ⓑ 

Ⓒ 

5d 

 These screw holes 
are evenly spaced 
along the width of the 
case and centered 
1/4” down from the 
top edge. Position 
them so they can be 
later covered by the 
top quarter round 
molding. 

 The tongue is 1/2” 
tall and 3/8” deep. 

Ⓐ 44 1/2” 

7 3/4” 

7 3/4” 

10 3/8” 

11 1/4” 

3/4 tall x 3/8” deep rabbet. 

7/8 wide 
x 3/8” 
deep 
rabbet. 

1/2 tall x 
3/8” 
deep 
dado. 

1 3/4” 

1 1/4” 

5c 

5b 
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6b  Note the 3/8 x 3/8” rabbet on the slats as 
shown. 

6c  The face frame components are joined 
together using pocket screws. 6a 

Ⓕ 

Ⓔ 

Ⓓ Ⓙ 

The back is 
made from 
parts G and 
H. 

Ⓑ 

Make the components for the face frame, parts D, E and F. Join them together using pocket screws and glue. Attach the face frame to the case using glue and 
clamps. Make sure part D lines up flush with the top of the lower cross member, part B. Form the base support, part J, and glue in place. Cut the back slats to size 
and create a 3/8 x 3/8” rabbet as shown. Attach them to the case using brads or screws. The back slat ends, parts H, can also be glued along the rabbet in the 
case sides, but the middle slats, parts G, should receive no glue. 

Ⓕ 



7a 

Ⓛ 

Ⓛ 

Ⓝ 

Ⓜ 

Ⓚ 

#10 Biscuit 

Build the Base 
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 Note two things: the 3/4 tall x 1/4 deep” rabbet 
along the upper inside edge of part L. 
 
Next, note the tongue on part M. It extends outward 
1/4” and is 3/8” thick. It fits into a corresponding 
slot on part L. 

To create the base, first cut the bracket feet, parts K and L, to final size and add a rabbet along their inside upper edges. Cut a rabbet along the rear edge of parts 
L as shown in illustration 7b. Next, make a 45° cut on the front corners of the bracket feet as shown in 7a. Add the biscuit slot and cut out the bracket profile (see 
the detail on page 3). Make the rear feet, parts M. With the bracket feet components completed, glue parts K and L together making sure the corners are square. 
Make part N to fit in the rabbet along the upper inside edge of the bracket feet and glue it in place. Form parts M and glue them in place. 

Ⓛ Ⓜ 

7b See 7b 
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Attach the base to the bookcase using wood screws as shown in 8b. The base 
is flush at the back and centered with the case along it’s width.  

Ⓞ Ⓟ 

Ⓟ 

Add 1/2” quarter round molding as shown in 8c  using brads for parts P and 
brads and glue for part O (see the molding profile in more detail on page 3). 

8a 

8c 

See 8b 

8b 



Create the Top 
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 There are three types of molding used at the top of the bookcase. The top itself has a cove molding, the molding frame is 
square, and lastly, the quarter round molding which resides under the frame.  Since the top and the quarter round molding 
attach to the molding frame, we’ll make that first. Following the sizes shown in the cut list, cut the frame components to size 
making note that we are working with 1/2” thick material (you can substitute 3/4” stock if you like). Form 45° ends at the 
front corners, cut slots for #10 biscuits and glue everything together making sure the frame is square.  

16 1/2” 

2” 

8” 

8” 

2” 

1” 

13 1/2” 
1” 

Ⓢ 

Ⓠ 

Ⓡ 

Ⓡ 

#10 Biscuit 

9a 

Ⓥ 

9b 

1” 

 We’ll use screws to attach the top to the frame, so counter 
sink elongated pilot holes from the underside of the frame at the 
locations indicated by red arrows. Cut part V to size and add the 
cove molding (see page 3). Place the molding frame on the top 
as shown in 9b, flush with the back and centered. Attach the 
frame to the top with screws (no glue). 



See 10b 

See 10c 

Create the Top 
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10a 

 Place the top upside down on 
some sawhorses. Position the 
bookcase on the top, as shown in 
10a. The back of the top should be 
flush with the back of the bookcase 
and centered along its width. 
 
Drive four woodscrews through 
elongated holes in part C and into 
the molding frame (no glue).  Ⓒ 

Ⓤ Ⓣ 

 Next, cut the top quarter round 
moldings, part T for the front and 
parts U for the sides (see the quarter 
round profile on page 3). Form 45° 
ends at the front corners and attach 
with brads. 
 
Note how the quarter round molding 
covers the wood screws used on the 
sides near the top (see page 5). 

10b 

10c 



Final Assembly 
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The only remaining thing to do is to cut the shelves, 
parts I, to size. Position them with the help of twelve, 
one inch long 1/4” hardwood dowel shelf supports as 
shown in 11b. 
 
Apply the finish 
How you finish off your bookcase is up to you. This 
piece will receive at least a little abuse from sliding 
books. My favorite finish for this situation is a wipe-on 
polyurethane. 
 
After a final sanding, vacuum the piece and wipe it 
down with a tack cloth. Apply several coats of finish 
following the directions provided.  
 
Fill nail holes with a color matching putty and enjoy 
your bookcase! 
 
 
 
 
Jeff Branch has been woodworking for about 30 years from his 
home in Pelham, Alabama.  
 
See his blog at http://jeffbranch.wordpress.com. 11a 

11b 
© 2013 by Jeff Branch. Project design, woodworking plan text, illustration and page layout by Jeff Branch. 

Ⓘ 


